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will make America the world’s greatest country
in the 21st century.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. at the
Clark Athletic Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Thomas Menino of Boston; Paul Evans,
Boston police commissioner; William Bulger,

president, and Sherry H. Penney, chancellor, Uni-
versity of Massachusetts; Gov. William Weld and
Attorney General L. Scott Harshbarger of Massa-
chusetts; and Lanita Tolentino and Terry Thomp-
son, members of the Mayor’s Youth Council. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Death of Deng Xiaoping
February 19, 1997

I was saddened today to learn of the death
of Deng Xiaoping, China’s senior statesman.
Over the past two decades, Mr. Deng was an
extraordinary figure on the world stage and the
driving force behind China’s decision to normal-
ize relations with the United States. His historic
visit to our country in 1979 laid the foundation
for the rapid expansion of relations and coopera-
tion between China and the United States.

Mr. Deng’s long life spanned a century of
turmoil, tribulation, and remarkable change in
China. He spurred China’s historic economic re-
form program, which greatly improved living
standards in China and modernized much of
the nation.

China today plays an important role in world
affairs in no small part because of Mr. Deng’s
decision to open his country to the outside
world. The continued emergence of China as
a great power that is stable politically and open
economically, that respects human rights and the
rule of law, and that becomes a full partner
in building a secure international order, is pro-
foundly in America’s interest and in the world’s
interest.

I want to convey my personal condolences
to China’s President Jiang Zemin, to Mr. Deng’s
widow, Zhuo Lin, and to the Chinese people.

Remarks on Medicaid Patient Protection and an Exchange With Reporters
February 20, 1997

The President. Thank you. I was just sitting
here thinking that, in the spirit of full disclosure,
the Vice President and Secretary Shalala may
have a particular vested interest in health care
issues—that they both just got back from South
Africa, and when they got back he got on a
plane and went to Los Angeles to speak to the
AFL–CIO convention; he got back at 4 o’clock
this morning. And she got on a plane and went
to New York with me to a welfare reform event.
And I don’t see how either one of them are
still standing up. [Laughter] But they probably
have a strong interest in what happened here
today.

Let me thank, if I might, first of all, all the
Members of Congress who are here from both

parties for their leadership on this issue; and
Bruce Vladeck and Bruce Fried for what they
have done; and the representatives of the groups
over here to my right for being here and for
supporting our endeavors.

Today I’m pleased to announce that we’re
taking steps to see that Medicaid beneficiaries
continue to get access to the fullest quality
health care. In recent years, the medical com-
munity and the insurance industry have joined
to reform and improve American health care,
working with us, and much of this progress has
come through managed care, which emphasizes
prevention, provides better care, and controls
costs at the same time, when the plans are the
best and the right kind of managed care plans.
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On the whole, the growth of managed care
has been a good thing for our country. But
we also know—we’ve seen enough to know that
we have to make absolutely sure that this rapid
transformation does not lead to a decline in
the quality of health care.

That’s why I’ve been concerned about these
so-called gag rules that some HMO’s and other
health care plans have, rules that restrict the
ability of health care professionals to administer
proper medical care, that prevent doctors and
nurses from telling patients about alternate and
sometimes more expensive care that are not cov-
ered by the plans that they’re in. This is unac-
ceptable. Patients in HMO’s and other health
plans should know that their doctors will give
them the very best information, the very most
complete information, the widest possible range
of information when it comes to their treatment.
And there shouldn’t be a shadow of doubt about
this.

In December, as Secretary Shalala just said,
we took action to give Medicare beneficiaries
the right to know about their treatment options.
Today we take the next step, acting to protect
13 million Medicaid beneficiaries, children, the
disabled, elderly Americans. I’m directing Sec-
retary Shalala to inform all State Medicaid direc-
tors that it’s illegal for health care plans to pro-
hibit doctors from discussing any treatment op-
tions with their patients. Families facing illness
simply should not have to worry that the doctor
they trust does not have the freedom to tell
them what they need to know. Patients have
the fundamental right to know they are getting
the best medical treatment, not simply the
cheapest.

And this must be only the beginning. We
can act today to protect Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries because they are Federal programs
and because Government is the largest pur-
chaser of managed care in our Nation. But to
protect 130 million Americans enrolled in man-
aged care throughout the private sector, the
Congress must act.

That’s why I’m so pleased that Members of
Congress from both parties, led by those who
are here with us today in the House, have come
together with the support of doctors, nurses,
health care professionals, and consumers to craft
legislation that will ban all gag rules for all
Americans in all HMO’s and other health care
plans. I urge the Congress to send me this legis-

lation, and when they do, I will promptly sign
it into law.

The bipartisan legislation shows how we can
work together as we continue, step by step, to
give more families access to quality, affordable
health care. I hope we can build on this record
of accomplishment and that Congress will join
me to pass a balanced budget that extends
health care coverage to children; helps people
who temporarily lose their jobs to keep their
health insurance; covers, through Medicare, as-
sistance for families with Alzheimer’s victims and
provides for annual mammograms; and that re-
forms Medicaid for the next decade. Today we
built a strong foundation for the health of Amer-
ican families, and we can now make sure that
it lasts for a long time.

Let me close again by thanking these Mem-
bers of Congress who are here and saying that
while we have done the right thing for Medicare
and Medicaid, we need their legislation to do
the right thing for the majority of our fellow
citizens who are now covered by private man-
aged care plans.

Q. Where lies the fault; is it the insurance
industry?

The President. Well, I think—what I think
is we’re going to have a continuing tension be-
tween the need for controlling costs and com-
petition and managing health care, and the need
to make sure that you don’t shortcut the quality
of care, which has been the hallmark of our
medical care in America for those who had ac-
cess to it.

And what we are trying to do, and I think
what these Members of Congress are trying to
do, is to strike the right balance, to permit man-
aged care to go forward and even to flourish
but to try to set the conditions in which it
will operate so that we guarantee that quality
of care is not sacrificed.

Mexico
Q. Mr. President, how serious of a blow is

it that Mexico’s drug czar has been arrested,
given the fact that so much of the illegal drugs
coming into the United States comes through
or originates in Mexico?

The President. Well, I would—I think that
the American people should have two reactions:
first of all, that this is a very serious revelation
and deeply troubling; secondly, the fact—we
should be encouraged by President Zedillo’s de-
termination because the Government has taken
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this action, the President has personally taken
this action, and they’ve made it public. And
they’re obviously saying to the world and to
the people of Mexico, we will not tolerate cor-
ruption if we can find it and root it out, even
if it’s at the highest level.

So I’m troubled by it, but I’m also encouraged
by the strong action President Zedillo has taken.
And you may be sure that this will continue
to be at the top of our agenda, and when we
meet in the not-too-distant future, we will talk
more about it. But we’ve worked very hard with
Mexico. And you know, the more success we
had in South America in shutting down routes,
particularly airplane routes and, to some extent,
overland—routes over water, the more these op-
erations have moved into Mexico, which is a
big country with a lot of opportunities, to find
places that are sparsely populated to set up
these transit operations and, to some extent,
processing operations. So we have to have Mexi-
co’s cooperation.

And this is a serious thing. I regret it, but,
on the other hand, I’m very encouraged that
President Zedillo has moved promptly and ag-
gressively to deal with the situation.

Q. Have you made a decision on certification?
The President. Excuse me?
Q. Have you made a decision on certification?
The President. I have not, and I have not

made—I don’t believe I’ve been given a rec-
ommendation yet by the Secretary of State on
it.

Q. Mike McCurry said today, following on
that last question, that this incident would be
a factor in the decision whether or not to certify.
Why will it be a factor, and how so?

The President. Well, first of all, let me reit-
erate, there is a process for doing this that has
not been completed, and I have to get the rec-
ommendation first. But as I say, as a factor
in the certification decision, I would imagine
it is a mixed factor. On the one hand, it’s trou-
bling because we knew and it’s been widely
reported that local police organizations at var-
ious places in Mexico are highly vulnerable to
all the money that was being thrown at them
from the drug lords. And the military had been
thought to be an antidote to that, a counter-
weight. So it’s troubling.

But on the other hand, I’ll say again that
they have not fooled around with this. When
the President discovered it, he’s taken strong
action. It’s been very public. It’s been non-apol-

ogetic. And so I’m encouraged by that. So I
would think that this would cut both ways on
the certification question.

China and Cabinet Nominees
Q. Mr. President, do you see any change in

policy with China now that Deng is dead?
The President. We expect basic continuity

here. The Chinese, perhaps mindful of some
of the problems they’ve had in their long history
in transitions—Deng Xiaoping set in motion a
process which has been well underway for more
than 2 years now. And I think that that is some-
thing that we can all appreciate, that there has
been a basic continuity there.

So I think that our policy is the right policy.
We will continue to engage strongly with China.
I look forward to all the meetings which are
going to occur, including Secretary Albright’s
trip and then the Vice President’s trip later and
then the exchange of visits by the two Presi-
dents. The policy we are following of engaging
with China, to work where we agree and to
honestly air our disagreements and work through
them, is the right policy for the people of the
United States and, indeed, for the world in the
21st century. If you imagine what the world
will look like 30 years from now, 40 years from
now, we can do nothing other than what we
are doing. It is the right thing to do.

Let me just make one other comment here,
because this came up at the last press briefing
I had, about the status of our nominations for
the Cabinet in the Senate. I have been gratified
by the treatment that the Cabinet members who
have been confirmed have received by both par-
ties and the prompt dealing with their nomina-
tions. I said something about Mr. Lake when
I last was with the press.

The only other comment I want to make
today is there has still not been a hearing sched-
uled for Alexis Herman. I think that is a big
mistake. She enjoys wide support among labor—
the labor unions endorsed her yesterday strong-
ly—and she has wide support among business.
I don’t know that there’s ever been a person
nominated for Secretary of Labor that had as
much broad support in the business and the
labor communities. She’s clearly well-qualified.
If anybody wants to vote against her for what-
ever reason, they’re plainly free to do that, but
she deserves a hearing, and if she gets a hearing,
she’s going to be confirmed. And I think Senator
Jeffords is a good man and a fair man, and
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I believe he will give her a hearing. But it’s
imperative that it be done. It’s now midway
through February, and I think it’s time to get
on with this.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bruce Vladeck, Administrator,

Health Care Financing Administration; Bruce
Fried, Director, HCFA Office of Managed Care;
Gen. Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo, Director of Mexi-
co’s National Institute to Combat Drugs, dis-
missed for allegedly protecting a Mexican drug
trafficker; President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico;
Deng Xiaoping, former President of China; and
Anthony Lake, nominee for Director of Central
Intelligence.

Remarks Announcing the District of Columbia College Reading Tutor
Initiative
February 21, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, General
Becton, for the introduction. Thank you, Prin-
cipal Andrea Robinson, for making the First
Lady and me feel so very welcome here in Gar-
rison today. Delegate Norton, Mr. Mayor, all
the college presidents who are here, some out
in the audience, but especially those here be-
hind me who are part of our announcement
today: Dr. Ladner of American University,
Brother Patrick Ellis of Catholic, Dr. I. King
Jordan of Gallaudet, Father Leo O’Donovan of
Georgetown, Stephen Trachtenberg of George
Washington, Pat McGuire of Trinity, Patrick
Swygert of Howard.

To the Council members who are here today,
Hilda Mason and Harry Thomas, Judge Hamil-
ton. To the School Board members who are
here and others who are here who are part
of our endeavor. I would like to especially ac-
knowledge the Librarian of Congress, Dr. Jim
Billington; the Secretary of Education, Secretary
Dick Riley; Carol Rasco, the National Director
of our America Reads program; Frank Raines,
the Director of the Office of Management and
Budget; and Harris Wofford, who heads our na-
tional service program.

I’d also like to thank Dr. Robert Corrigan
from San Francisco State University, who is
here. He and Father O’Donovan are two of
the 21 steering committee members for our na-
tional effort to get volunteers in colleges all over
America involved in helping our children to
read. So I’m delighted to be here with this
distinguished assemblage.

Two weeks ago in my State of the Union
Address I spoke of the importance of renewing

our great Capital City to make it the finest
place to learn, to work, to live, to make it once
again the proud face America shows to the
world. This is a city of truly remarkable
strengths. I saw that when I lived here as a
student so very many years ago now. I see it
now, having come back as President. We see
the majesty of the monuments, the beauty of
the parks, the commitment of community and
business leaders. But most importantly, we see
it in the eyes of our children.

I was just in Stephanie Abney’s first grade
class, where Hillary and I read ‘‘The Tortoise
and the Hare’’ to the students, and they could
have been reading it back to us. And I thought
about those wonderful children and all the oth-
ers who are here. They deserve the best future
we can give them, and we can give them a
better future. And that is what this is all about.

As the First Lady said, this endeavor will re-
quire us to be more like the tortoise than the
hare. We will have to move slowly but delib-
erately, and we will not be able to sit down
and rest. But if we do that, like the tortoise,
we will win the race. This is our city. All of
us who live here, all of us who work here,
all of us who want America’s Capital to be a
world capital, second to none; all of us have
an obligation to work with the mayor, with Gen-
eral Becton, with the control board, with Dele-
gate Norton, with all the leaders of the city
to help to renew and to revitalize Washington,
DC. I pledge to you today that we, my personal
family and my official family, will be with you
as you make those efforts, every step of the
way.
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